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A Message from the Center

We have wrapped up our final collaborations and investments as the office USDA Food Business Center of
the Northwest and Rocky Mountain region, but a small group of our Center partners have decided to
maintain a partnership to support regional food systems across our 6 states. Stay tuned for future
communications of how you can be involved too later this summer!

We do want to take this one last opportunity to highlight where and how our Center has been impactful.

First, we have wrapped up our investments in over 100 Business Builder grantees, and you can view a map
and a summary of their projects at our website:

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a5171582e6e4794b867f79d7d6dca2d

We hope to continue sharing the impacts and ripple effects from our projects and partnerships as a new
collaborative of regional food system organizations in the future, so hope you stay engaged as we transition
to a new organizational structure.

Thanks for being a part of our journey (so far), and here is hoping to a continued set of regional programs in
support of our food system.

Dawn Thilmany, Colorado State University

The Latest

New Stories Added: Explore the Impact of Our Business Builder Awards

Across the Northwest and Rocky Mountain region, Business Builder Awardees are turning innovative ideas
into meaningful results. We've updated our interactive Story Map with new impact stories that showcase
how these businesses are growing, creating opportunities, and strengthening local and regional food
systems.

Take a few minutes to explore the map and see how awardees are putting funding to work in their

communities.
Explore Impact Stories


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a5171582e6e4794b867f79d7d6dca2d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a5171582e6e4794b867f79d7d6dca2d

Save the Date: 2026 Shared Kitchen Summit

Shared kitchen operators, food hub leaders, and
food business support organizations should mark
their calendars for the 2026 Shared Kitchen
Summit, taking place October 12-14, 2026, in
Providence, Rhode Island. Hosted by The Food KITCHEN
Corridor, the Summit brings together shared SUMMIT,
kitchen operators, industry experts, and partners

from across the country for networking, 12026}
professional development, peer learning, and
collaboration. Attendees can expect hands-on
workshops, expert-led sessions, facility tours,
mentoring opportunities, and the annual Golden
Whisk Awards. Now is the time to begin planning

and budgeting for attendance.
More Information



https://www.sharedkitchensummit.com/2026summit

Montana's 2026 Governor's Summit
on Local Food & Agriculture

Join food system leaders, producers, policymakers,
and community partners in Helena, Montana,
October 23-24, 2026, for the 3rd Governor's
Summit on Local Food & Agriculture. Held only
once every decade, this statewide gathering will ¢ - 7
focus on "Maximizing Montana's Agriculture 3rd Governor’s Summit onLocalw,
Opportunity" and advancing the ambitious goal of Food and Agriculture

increasing Montana-produced food in Montana
markets from 3% to 33% by 2033. Attendees will
explore strategies to strengthen local and regional
food systems, expand market opportunities,
support rural communities, and build a more
resilient agricultural economy.

Tools to Support Colorado Growers

Growers in Colorado will have access to two tools this season to help them understand their profitability by
market channel and adjust their retail pricing with verified market prices.

CSU Extension supports growers in conducting market channel assessments of their fruit or vegetable
operations which identify their highest performing market outlets and highlight specific areas where growers
can be more efficient in postharvest handling and sales. These on-farm studies take place during one peak
harvest week and provide growers with valuable information with which they can further hone their labor use
(usually a grower’s highest expenditure category). An overview of previous studies may be found here.
Growers interested in conducting a market channel assessment during the 2026 season can reach out to
Nicole Didero for more information at Nicole.Didero@colostate.edu.

CSU Extension will also be reporting on fresh fruit, vegetable, meat, egg, dry bean, and grain prices in
farmers markets around the state. Price data, collected weekly, help growers understand relative pricing and
premia in different markets and see when produce varieties start arriving at market. Data are collected by
variety or type, unit and certification to provide growers with more granular information on local markets.
Price data will be reported here for the upcoming season.

Resource Spotlight: NMPAN Technical Assistance for Meat & Poultry
Processors

As USDA's Meat and Poultry Processing_Expansion Program (MPPEP) Phase 4 opens new funding
opportunities for eligible processors, now is a great time to explore the free resources and technical
assistance available through the Niche Meat Processor Assistance Network (NMPAN).

NMPAN is a national resource hub dedicated to helping small and mid-sized meat and poultry processors
succeed. The website offers practical guidance on facility expansion, equipment selection, food safety and
HACCP planning, workforce development, business planning, regulatory compliance, value-added products,
and more. Processors can also access one-on-one technical assistance from industry experts who can
provide support on topics ranging from facility design and operations to marketing, financial management,
and grant readiness.

Whether you're considering a future expansion project, preparing for a grant opportunity, or looking to
strengthen your operation, NMPAN's resources and expert network can help you navigate the process with

confidence.
Explore NMPAN



https://abundantmontana.com/2026-governors-summit/
https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/research-impacts/market-channel-assessments/
mailto:Nicole.Didero@colostate.edu
https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/market-prices-and-information/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/meat-and-poultry-processing-expansion-program-phase-4
https://www.nichemeatprocessing.org/

Find Local Food Across Idaho

Looking for local farms, ranches, farmers markets, commercial kitchens, food hubs, processors, agritourism
destinations, or food access resources in Idaho? Idaho Food Works has compiled a collection of regional
food directories designed to help consumers, producers, and food system partners connect with local food
resources across the state.

Explore interactive maps and guides covering North Idaho, the West Central Mountains, the Western
Treasure Valley, the Wood River Valley, the Teton Foodshed, and more. Whether you're sourcing local
products, building partnerships, or simply looking to support Idaho producers, these directories are a
valuable place to start.

Explore ID Local Food Directories

Know of an Indigenous Food
Business?

Help Native Grown & Gathered grow their Native- .

Owned Business Directory by submitting a m
business you own, or share this link with a
business you love. Listings are free and open to all
Indigenous businesses based in the United States
that grow, gather or sell food. Every listing helps
more people discover Indigenous food.

Get Listed

Native Grown
& Gathered

New Resource: Local Food System Economic Impact Calculator

Curious about the ripple effect of a food business or community food project? The Local Food System
Economic Impact Calculator is a free, USDA-supported online tool that helps estimate how investments in
local food systems generate economic activity throughout the supply chain. Using economic modeling, the
calculator illustrates how spending on local agriculture and food businesses can create jobs, support related
industries, and strengthen regional economies. It's a valuable resource for producers, organizations, and
communities looking to quantify the broader impact of their work.

Explore the Calculator

Events & Webinars

USDA Agricutturai  Market Information for Small Meat and Poultry
== Marketing Processors Webinar
—

Service

July 8, 2026
3:00 PM ET
Virtual via Zoom

The session will introduce participants to a range of free USDA Ag
Marketing Service Market News tools that support business planning,
price discovery and marketing strategies.


https://www.idahofoodworks.org/local-food-directories
https://www.nativegathered.com/get-listed
https://calculator.localfoodeconomics.com/

The 30-minute webinar will guide processors through key datasets
including wholesale meat reports, direct-to-consumer pricing trends
and grocery store feature activity highlighting how this information can
be used to understand market dynamics and identify promotional
opportunities.

Register for Free

IAC 2026 Rocky Mountain Regional Summit

July 28-29, 2026
Great Falls, Montana

Join the Intertribal Agriculture Council (IAC) at the 2026 Rocky
Mountain Regional Summit—an event designed to strengthen Tribal
food systems in the region and improve access to vital resources that
support Indian agriculture and food sovereignty.

Tailored for Tribes and individual Tribal farmers, ranchers, fishers,
food gatherers, and entrepreneurs, this summit offers a collaborative
space to explore emerging market opportunities, exchange
knowledge, and cultivate partnerships.

Attendees will participate in two days of interactive learning,
networking, and hands-on experiences focused on advancing Tribal
agriculture and natural resource management. Participants will also
take part in a field day featuring a site tour and a demonstration that
highlights conservation practices and regenerative agriculture.

This event is free to attend!

Register Here

YOMINCGW™ Wyoming Sheep & Wool Festival

July 31-August 2, 2026
Powell, Wyoming

The 2026 Wyoming Sheep & Wool Festival will take place July 31—
August 2 at the Park County Fairgrounds in Powell, Wyoming. This
free, family-friendly event celebrates Wyoming’s sheep and wool
industry through educational workshops, sheepdog trials, shearing
demonstrations, fiber arts, woolcraft exhibits, vendor fairs, ranch
tours, live music, and local lamb-focused events. The festival brings
together producers, fiber artists, educators, and community members
for a weekend of learning, networking, and celebrating Wyoming'’s
rich agricultural heritage.

Learn More



https://www.ams.usda.gov/content/usda-host-webinar-showcasing-market-news-resources-small-meat-and-poultry-processors
https://www.indianag.org/event-details/2026-rocky-mountain-regional-summit
https://www.wyomingsheepandwoolfestival.com/

Newtopia Now

August 18-20, 2026
Denver, Colorado

Newtopia Now returns to Denver, Colorado bringing together
emerging and established food, beverage, wellness, and consumer
packaged goods (CPG) brands with retailers, distributors, investors,
and industry leaders. Designed to help businesses discover new
trends, build strategic partnerships, and access growth opportunities,
the event features educational sessions, networking experiences,
product showcases, and curated opportunities to connect with buyers
seeking innovative products.

Learn More

Resources & Opportunities

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
S U DEPARTHENT OF AGRICULTURE

Notice of Funding Opportunity: Urban, Indoor, and
other Emerging Agricultural Production Research,
Education, and Extension Initiative

The Urban, Indoor, and Emerging Agriculture (UIE) program supports
research, education, and extension work by awarding grants to solve key
problems of local, regional, and national importance that facilitate
development of urban, indoor, and emerging agricultural systems. The
program includes food value chain stages: production, harvesting,
transportation, aggregation, packaging, distribution, and markets.

Applications due July 27, 2026.

Learn More

uSDA gnlhldnihk‘nsﬂlwmmmnmmn
—

Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Program —
Phase 4

USDA Rural Development is accepting applications for the Meat and
Poultry Processing Expansion Program (MPPEP) Phase 4 through August
7, 2026. This competitive grant program provides $60 million to help
independent meat and poultry processors expand capacity, strengthen
local supply chains, and increase market opportunities.

Learn More



https://www.newtopianow.com/
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/FY26-UIE-NOFO-P.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/meat-and-poultry-processing-expansion-program-phase-4

WRASAP Mini Grant Program

The WRASAP Mini Grant Program offers awards of up to $5,000 to support
community-based projects that reduce agricultural stress and prevent
suicide among farmers, ranchers, farmworkers, and other agricultural
workers in the Western region.

WRASAP

[Ty p—— Submission deadline is July 10, 2026.

Stress Assistance Partnership
Learn More

WA Meat Up Resource Block

Washington State University and the Washington State Department of
Agriculture have come together to create WA Meat Up: a collaborative
support initiative to catalyze entrepreneurship and feasible small business
development along every link of the niche meat supply chain in Washington
State. Check out WA Meat Up's updated resource block, including audio
and podcasts, videos, webinars, publications, fact sheets and other
networking and event opportunities.

Learn More
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Funding provided by: US DA Agricultural

a— Marketing

Service

Partners and Collaborators:

Center Leads: Colorado State University, Oregon State University

Regional/multi-state: Tahoma Peak Solutions, Network of Incubators and Community Kitchens (The Nick), Niche Meat
Processor Assistance Network, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, Luna Bird, The Food Corridor

Colorado: Colorado Department of Agriculture, Colorado State University

Oregon: Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon State University Food Innovation Center, Oregon Community Food
Systems Network, Oregon Food Hub Network

Idaho: University of Idaho, |Idaho Department of Agriculture, Future Roots, Arrowleaf Consulting_Group

Montana: Montana Department of Agriculture, Montana State University

Washington: Washington State University, Washington State Department of Agriculture

Wyoming: University of Wyoming, Central Wyoming_College

USDA: Ag Marketing Service Collaborators and NW-Rocky Mountain Regional Coordinator



https://farmstress.us/small-grants-program/
https://agr.wa.gov/
https://agr.wa.gov/
https://www.wameatup.com/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/contact/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usda-northwest-and-rocky-mountain-regional-food-business-center/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usda-northwest-and-rocky-mountain-regional-food-business-center/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/nwrm_rfbc
https://www.instagram.com/nwrm_rfbc
https://x.com/nwrmfoodbiz
https://x.com/nwrmfoodbiz
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566431322791
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566431322791
https://www.online.colostate.edu/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=1-brand-220701-cpc-google&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5ImwBhBtEiwAFHDZx8nexiOJ91ydAMCdFD-3NG6dELStUcnjwsXNVwJE15RMYsmGZyiujBoChAoQAvD_BwE
https://oregonstate.edu/your-path?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5ImwBhBtEiwAFHDZx7fQQqtg4GMY9Fkpo8Qh-lesJ8yOd-7AcqUP-UgHZh41FQFjUm7HWRoCKAsQAvD_BwE
https://www.tahomapeak.com/
https://www.thefoodcorridor.com/thenick/
https://www.nichemeatprocessing.org/
https://www.nichemeatprocessing.org/
https://rmfu.org/
https://www.thefoodcorridor.com/
https://ag.colorado.gov/
https://engagement.colostate.edu/
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/Pages/default.aspx
https://fic.oregonstate.edu/
https://ocfsn.org/
https://ocfsn.org/
https://ocfsn.org/food-hub
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension
https://agri.idaho.gov/main/
https://www.futureroots.org/
https://www.arrowleafgroup.com/
https://agr.mt.gov/
https://www.montana.edu/extension/
https://wsu.edu/
https://agr.wa.gov/
https://www.uwyo.edu/
https://www.cwc.edu/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/rfbcp

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines
vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.qg., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or contact
USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)

email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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