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A Message from the Center

Greetings from Oregon! I'm glad to welcome you to
this month’s NWRM RFBC newsletter, as the
regional co-lead for the Center. I’'m writing to you
from the mid-Willamette Valley, where we are
enjoying a few more warm and dry days before
heading back into wet and chilly. | can only imagine
how busy farmers in our area are right now, as we
slide into spring.

My regional co-lead job fits right into my work at
Oregon State University, as the Director of OSU’s
Center for Small Farms & Community Food
Systems and also as a statewide extension
specialist in community food systems. For many
years, my research and outreach activities have
focused on local and regional scale supply chains -
the processing, aggregation, distribution, and
marketing part - and also public policy related to
food systems.

So of course when | heard, in 2022, that USDA planned to set up new regional food business centers, |
immediately reached out to Dawn Thilmany and Becca Jablonski at Colorado State University, asking if
Oregon could be a part of whatever they proposed.

Here we are, two years later, with an awesome regional partnership of agencies, universities, nonprofits, and
businesses working together to strengthen farm and food business viability and expand markets and market
access across our 6 state region. We have a lot of innovative people, ideas, and projects here in Oregon
(check out one of my faves, the Oregon Food Hub Network), and it’s exciting to learn what’s happening in
other states.

Finally, when | agreed to lead the design of our region’s Business Builder grants program, | knew it would be
complex but didn’t know how it would take shape. After months of listening to partners and stakeholders,
we’re close to finalizing a three-part approach that will be (1) specific to place, (2) integrated with training
and technical assistance, and (3) be useful to the many different audiences and opportunities around our
region. The opposite of one size fits all.

Stay tuned for that in future newsletters. For now, enjoy the rest of this one.

Take care and stay connected,
Lauren Gwin

Associate Director of OSU’s Center for Small Farms & Community Food Systems
Associate Professor, Crop & Soil Science Department
Extension Community Food Systems Specialist



The Latest

Podcast

WY Beginner Farm Training and Farm
Incubator Program on Farm Answers
Podcast

Ethan Page of Central Wyoming College talks
about the WY Beginner Farm Training and Farm
Incubator Program. Ethan highlights program
participants, project collaborators, and farm
developments.

Recorded Workshop
Using the Art of Storytelling to Market
Local Foods

Storytelling is how we learn, communicate and
understand our world. The story arc of the Hero's
Journey is a proven method to connect customers
to your business. Melissa Hemken, Central
Wyoming College's Community Food System
Specialist, walks you through how you can base
your marketing and branding on the art of
storytelling. Melissa is proprietor of Melissahof
Hatchery in Lander, Wyo. and has years of
storytelling experience from 6,000-word longform
magazine features to 60-second radio news stories.
She now enjoys telling the story of Melissahof
Hatchery via social media, website, e-newsletter
and brand positioning.

Watch Here

Funding Opportunities

USDA Local Agriculture Market Program (LAMP)

USDA announced $26M in grant funding for the Local

USDA Agricultural Agriculture Market Program (LAMP) to help local and

/— Marketlng regional food entities develop, coordinate, and expand

_ Service producer-to-consumer marketing, local and regional food
markets, and local food enterprises. USDA’s Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) is accepting applications for the
grant program until May 14, 2024. Additionally, AMS has
added to the suite of resources available to support
communities and practitioners in local and regional food
systems development.


https://farmanswers.org/blogsnews/Podcasts
https://melissahof.com/
https://fortlewis.zoom.us/rec/play/sk38l_1LH-8dnUaj7AN6neEaxif9SshWP9yvd66N8Ic-N2YBCY4TYAfAf9qcNCBiKNTHRHicOnOfumq2.0qMFOhVOFfIVVx2L?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ffortlewis.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2Fobymm6-eTDuGvlrUDLfbGjdR4sMp0beEB763lX2iKPaSzdmylMaTMLUrnQD3BgM.YmBFHVhUz3_xodyv
https://www.ams.usda.gov/press-release/usda-announces-grant-funding-and-new-resources-available-local-and-regional-food

USDA Rural Development

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

See the opportunities listed above if you want guidance on
how to apply for these programs.

Read
More

USDA Rural Development Value-Added Producer
Grants

The Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program helps
agricultural producers enter value-added activities to
generate new products, create and expand marketing
opportunities, and increase producer income. You may
receive priority if you are:

Beginning farmer or rancher.
Socially-disadvantaged farmer or rancher.
Small or medium-sized farm.

Ranch structured as a family farm.
Farmer or rancher cooperative.

Proposing a mid-tier value chain.

Program Funding: Approximately $31 million in total
available funding.

Maximum Grant Amount: Planning Grants $75,000;
Working Capital Grants: $250,000.

Matching Funds Requirements: Cost share match
requirement of 100 percent of the grant amount for all
applications.

Deadlines: April 11, 2024 for electronic applications; April
16, 2024 for paper applications.
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Summit
The Mountain Meat Summit

Bozeman, MT
May 21 - 23, 2024

Join us in Bozeman Montana at the AC Hotel
Bozeman Downtown by Marriott as we share
strategies and stories focused on advancing market
opportunities, building connections, and supporting
collective skills development and learning across
many segments and scales of the Mountain West’s
meat supply chain. This conference is geared toward
a broad array of individuals, businesses and
organizations that engage with meat supply chains in
the Mountain West including chefs, processors,
educators, producers, and wholesale buyers.



https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/lamp
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bznar-ac-hotel-bozeman-downtown/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://meatsummits.com/summit-2024/

Grants Webinar

Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) Applicant Webinar

When: Tuesday, March 26, 2024, 1:00 PM Eastern Time

U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced approximately
$10.5 million in competitive grant funding for the Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) to support the
development, coordination, and expansion of direct producer-to-consumer markets to increase access to
and availability of locally and regionally produced agricultural products. The webinar will discuss the
application requirement for applicants. For more information, please visit the FMPP application page.

Register for the FMPP

Webinar

Grants Webinar

Local Food Promotion Program (LFPP) Applicant Webinar

When: Thursday, March 28, 2024, 1:00 PM Eastern Time

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced approximately
$10.5 million in competitive grant funding for the Local Food Promotion Program (LFPP) to support the
development, coordination, and expansion of local and regional food business enterprises that engage as
intermediaries in indirect producer-to-consumer marketing to increase access to and availability of locally
and regionally produced agricultural products. The webinar will discuss the application requirement for
applicants. For more information, please visit the LFPP application page.

Register for the LFPP Webinar

Grants Webinar

Regional Food System Partnerships (RFSP) Applicant Webinar

When: Wednesday, March 27, 2024, 01:00 PM — 03:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced $5 million in
competitive grant funding for the Regional Food System Partnerships Program (RFSP) to explore new
market opportunities for U.S. food and agricultural products, and to encourage resilience and development
of local or regional food systems. For more information, please visit the RFSP application webpage.

Register for the RFSP Webinar

Stories from the Center

Northwest Intertribal Food Sovereignty Summit

A Personal Perspective


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants%2Ffmpp%2Fhow-do-i-apply-fmpp-grant&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Landry%40usda.gov%7Ccd3e177bdcc84d5be70d08dc33b2750e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638442089136074397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUCyleMrQcbn6Eaq4rc%2BmjvmxuSsoEQ7gPQZJ6jByEA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItc-mrrTsoE86hzY6WM4Yahy_0wapPvpo
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants%2Flfpp%2Fhow-do-i-apply-lfpp-grant&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Landry%40usda.gov%7Ccd3e177bdcc84d5be70d08dc33b2750e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638442089136088264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FGyWRjZUXZMWJo96pxTzlcvPyL1uN2C7UFNEBmSURcI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduGhqDwqGOnSGzXWH2-ANoKT3gBLDrA
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants%2Frfsp%2Fapply&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Landry%40usda.gov%7Ccd3e177bdcc84d5be70d08dc33b2750e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638442089136101643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ui%2Fu2pWNXXRBbj3gyzXK7bXWuyxhOPyZtVcG8c5cxHw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscO-tqDgsHN95ZLXyyX1w5vnqB2nhbro

by Thomas Bass, Summit Speaker, Montana State
University

In early March, | had the privilege of attending the
Northwest Intertribal Food Sovereignty Summit hosted by
the Coeur d’Alene Tribe (Schitsu’'umsh). The Summit
was organized by Tahoma Peak Solutions with the help
of a diverse planning committee, including significant
support by the near-neighboring Nez Perce Tribe
(Nimiipuu). The organizers provided a holistic educational
experience for over 300 attendees who participated in
thought-provoking discussion panels, informative
presentations, and practical demonstrations addressing
the environment, food, and health.

| gained a deeper knowledge of how the persisting injustices around treaty and land rights, natural resource
extraction, land, water, wildlife and fisheries management, colonial socio-political structures, and the effects
of climate change negatively impact a diverse food system that functioned for thousands of years prior to
colonization. Despite that reality, the Summit was a demonstration of resilience and hope.

A common theme throughout was the integration of indigenous ways of knowing and use of traditional foods
with acceptable alternatives and contemporary practices into successful public and entrepreneurial food
endeavors. Many policy recommendations were made from a similar perspective. Academics, consultants,
and healthy food advocates should remember that modern concepts of regenerative agriculture, adaptive
land management, and sustainable food systems are neither new nor novel.

Social-cultural highlights of the Summit included a screening of the film Covenant of the Salmon People and
a dinner program with traditional singing and dancing. In addition to all of the excellent adult programming,
there were hands-on activities for youth around traditional games and art, fruit and berry preservation, and
fish and game processing. | cannot thank the hosts and organizers enough for such a welcoming experience
and for accommodating my son in the youth activities. What | learned at the Summit will help me be better
at my job and in my work with all communities and populations.

- Thomas Bass, Montana State University

Summit Recap

by Nora Frank-Buckner, Planning Director,
Tahoma Peak Solutions

As proud organizational partners of the
recent Northwest Intertribal Food Sovereignty
Summit, Tahoma Peak Solutions is thrilled to
share in the success of this transformative
event. With over 300 attendees from diverse
Indigenous communities, organizations, and
agencies, the summit exemplified the power
of collective action in advancing food
sovereignty.

From engaging youth sessions to thought-provoking workshops and panels, the summit provided invaluable
knowledge exchange and collaboration opportunities. We were particularly inspired by cultural celebrations,
which highlighted the rich heritage of both the Coeur d’Alene and Nez Perce Tribes.

At Tahoma Peak Solutions, we recognize the importance of fostering collaborative partnerships to address
complex challenges like food sovereignty. Through our involvement in the summit, we reaffirm our
commitment to empowering tribal communities in their efforts to reclaim control over their food systems.

As we reflect on the summit's impact, we look forward to continuing our collaborative partnerships and
initiatives to center tribal food sovereignty and uplift local and regional food systems.

- Nora Frank-Buckner, Tahoma Peaks Solutions



https://www.montana.edu/extension/
https://www.tahomapeak.com/
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Partners and Collaborators:

Center Leads: Colorado State University, Oregon State University

Regional/multi-state: Tahoma Peak Solutions, Network of Incubators and Community Kitchens (The Nick),
Niche Meat Processor Assistance Network, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, Luna Bird, The Food Corridor
Colorado: Colorado Department of Agriculture, Colorado State University

Oregon: Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon State University Food Innovation Center, Oregon
Community Food Systems Network, Oregon Food Hub Network

Idaho: University of Idaho, Idaho Department of Agriculture, FARE Idaho, Sun Valley Institute, Arrowleaf
Consulting Group

Montana: Montana Department of Agriculture, Montana State University

Washington: Washington State University, Washington State Department of Agriculture

Wyoming: University of Wyoming, Central Wyoming College

USDA: Ag Marketing Service Collaborators and NW-Rocky Mountain Regional Coordinator

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.qg., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:
program.intake @ usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. https://www.usda.gov/non-
discrimination-statement

NW and Rocky Mountain Regional Food Business Center | Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, CO 80523
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https://www.online.colostate.edu/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=1-brand-220701-cpc-google&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5ImwBhBtEiwAFHDZx8nexiOJ91ydAMCdFD-3NG6dELStUcnjwsXNVwJE15RMYsmGZyiujBoChAoQAvD_BwE
https://oregonstate.edu/your-path?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5ImwBhBtEiwAFHDZx7fQQqtg4GMY9Fkpo8Qh-lesJ8yOd-7AcqUP-UgHZh41FQFjUm7HWRoCKAsQAvD_BwE
https://www.tahomapeak.com/
https://www.thefoodcorridor.com/thenick/
https://www.nichemeatprocessing.org/
https://rmfu.org/
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https://www.uwyo.edu
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