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Meet the Northwest & Rocky Mountain
Regional Food Business Center

As part of the network of USDA Regional Food
Business Centers, the Northwest and Rocky
Mountain Regional Food Business Center
(RFBC) supports a more resilient, diverse, and
competitive food system. The Center is a node
for our region’s small and mid-tier food and farm
businesses by supporting cross-regional
collaboration, providing and analyzing relevant
and timely data, and serving as a gateway for
funding opportunities, with a focus on
underserved stakeholders.

Visit our
Website

The Northwest and Rocky Mountain RFBC
includes the states of Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado.

Key Focus Areas and Programs

The Center’s leadership team, our six state teams of Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington,
and Wyoming, our multi-state partners, high-priority theme areas, and a cohort of food sector leaders
from underserved audiences help to frame and engage a diverse set of farm and food businesses
throughout our region.

Building Animal
Protein Supply
Chain Capacity

Creating Diverse
Markets for Climate

Resilient Ag

Connecting & Scaling
Food

Entrepreneurs

​Supporting Right-Size
Investing

& Infrastructure

 

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/animal/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/climate/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/scaling-food/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/scaling-food/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/investing-and-infrastructure/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/investing-and-infrastructure/


 

The Center will provide technical
assistance and guide strategic
investment in businesses that support
regional animal protein supply chains.

This team will direct assistance and
investment that promote success and
resilience in:

• Labor development and training

• Higher-level skill development

• Improving plant efficiencies

• Promoting food safety and other
training opportunities

• Supply chain coordination

• Processing capacity in and for
indigenous communities

The Center will expand on current collaborations in the
region to provide small and mid-scale meat supply chain
businesses with the resources, networks, tools, and
exposure needed to combat the challenges posed by the
increasing consolidation and vertical integration of the
animal protein sector in our region.

Learn More

 

 

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/animal/


This team supports the development and expansion of markets
for climate resilient cropping systems producing grains, pulses,
and other row crops across the region. Building and expanding
markets for these products requires market research, business
development and value chain coordination across producers,
processors, distributors, and buyers.

Learn More

​The Diverse Markets team will
perform a regional landscape
analysis to identify key partners,
market opportunities,
infrastructure gaps and priorities
across the region.

Identifying and communicating
climate resilient production
practices will be a key
component of market
development.

Technical assistance for supply
chain partners will increase
reach of capacity building grants
that can be used to conduct
market research, expand
processing infrastructure,
develop new products, engage
in supply chain contracts and
implement effective marketing
campaigns.

 

The Center serves the food
entrepreneur community by:

• Connecting providers with
necessary services

• Updating existing services to
meet the needs of regional food
entrepreneurs

• Disseminating resources and
programs through new and
existing networks

• Building, refining, and The Center distributes technical assistance and capacity building

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/climate/


delivering mentor content and
programs with a focus on
elevating access for
underserved audiences

through partners and existing resources that support the
connection and scaling of food enterprises.

Learn More

 

This team will focus on improving training and supporting
producers, processors, and distributors to better meet the needs
of funders and holders of capital.

​Right-sized investments include framing scale-appropriate
investments in needed physical infrastructure and non-built
infrastructure including human capital and networks.

Right-sized investing and
infrastructure is complex and
evolving. This work must be
done in communities, led by and
in partnership with trusted
members of those communities,
and done with direct relevance
to the goals and context of
specific entrepreneurs and
enterprises.

Underserved and priority
communities (Black, People of
Color, Indigenous, Veterans,
disabled, beginning/new entry,
limited resource/operating in
areas of persistent poverty and
urban communities) are
prioritized across the region.

Learn More

 

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/scaling-food/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/investing-and-infrastructure/


 
Farm and Food Symposium 2023

Spokane Valley, WA

November 15-16, 2023

The Farm and Food Symposium brings together
progressive farmers, biological/regenerative ag
companies and scientists, investors, consumers, and
industry influencers gather to share experiences and
best practices for regenerative farming.

Learn More & Register

Colorado Food Summit
​

Denver, CO

December 7-8, 2023
​

The 2023 Colorado Food Summit will bring together
food and agriculture stakeholders from across the state
to help build shared understanding of the complex
opportunities and challenges facing our food and
agriculture systems.

Learn More & Register

Food Innovation Center 2023 Holiday Bazaar

Portland, Oregon

December 7, 2023

Holiday Bazaar highlighting Getting Your Recipe to
Market graduates. Join us for bites and buys, we hope
you can join us.

Learn More & Register

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/event/farm-and-food-symposium-2023/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/event/colorado-food-summit/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/event/food-innovation-center-2023-holiday-bazaar/


​Field to Fork Festival

Boise, Idaho

January 18, 2024

This interactive trade fair brings together our
independent food and beverage industry professionals
from throughout Idaho. Farmers, ranchers/livestock
producers, food producers, restaurants, bars and
retailers can enjoy this opportunity to make new face to
face connections while showcasing their products and
services.

Learn More & Register

​Winter Fancy Food Show

Las Vegas, Nevada

January 21-23, 2024

The Winter Fancy Food Show is where specialty food
makers go to exhibit their newest and best products
and where buyers go to find their next bestsellers. With
thousands of industry professionals all under one roof,
the Winter Fancy Food Show is three days of sampling,
networking, and education designed to help grow your
business.

Learn More & Register

Visit our full calendar of events to learn what is going on in your area!

Events Calendar

 

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/event/fare-idahos-field-to-fork-festival/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/event/winter-fancy-food-show/
https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/news/


Tahoma Peak Solutions  is leading outreach
and technical assistance to Native farm and food
businesses across our 6-state region,
collaborating with our state and theme teams.

At our first partner retreat, Maria Givens and
Savannah Romero gave us a powerful and
detailed training on the legacy of 500 years of
colonialism. They made it clear that, without this
understanding, non-Native people and
organizations are unlikely to be effective partners
in supporting the Native food economy and food
sovereignty today. The past is always present.
We are grateful to Tahoma Peak Solutions  for
walking this path with us – and allowing us to
walk this path with them.

 

National/Region-Wide

Applications for Quivira's New Agrarian Program
are Open

Quivira Coalition’s New Agrarian Program (NAP)
applications for 2024 apprenticeships are
open November 1- December 15 or until all positions
are filled. Apprenticeships take place on working
ranches and farms practicing regenerative agriculture
across the Intermountain West. See participating

https://www.tahomapeak.com/
https://www.tahomapeak.com/


sites here. 

​These 8-month, full-time, paid apprenticeships include
housing and will allow apprentices to be fully immersed
in the work of an operation. Apprenticeships begin in
March/April 2024 and run through November 2024.
Learn more at www.quiviracoalition.org/newagrarian.

Western Extension Risk Management Education -
Competitive Grants Program

The Western Extension Risk Management Education
Center (Western Center) announced a competitive
funding opportunity for educational projects designed to
help agricultural producers improve their economic
viability through targeted risk management
strategies. The Centers expect to award grants in three
program areas – Standard Education Projects,
Exploratory Projects, and Producers Underserved by
Crop Insurance Projects.

Proposals are due by 5 PM,
PST, Thursday, November 16, 2023.

Click here for more information.

Farm Labor Stabilization and Protection Pilot Grant
Program

USDA announced that agricultural employers can begin
to apply for a new grant program focused on
addressing labor shortages in agriculture, reducing
irregular migration through expansion of legal
pathways, and improving labor protections for
farmworkers.

Initial program info can be found  here.

No grant match dollars are required. Awards are a
minimum of $25,000 and maximum of $2M.

If you are interested, move quickly as proposals are
due through the grants.gov portal on Nov 28,
2023 and the registration process can take up to 4
weeks.

USDA Announces MPEPP Round 2 Grant Program

USDA Rural Development announced Round 2 of
the Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Program
(MPPEP). The MPPEP provides grants to help eligible
processors expand their processing capacity, which
creates new, better and more processing options for
meat and poultry producers.

https://quiviracoalition.org/newagrarian/locations/
https://quiviracoalition.org/newagrarian/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Z0iYPdAidsboy7zPk-QespniosX8F6HLDqwyb6g96Q7rZ1nKuyPC6i5gtZe2RRPE76mmV_zVWtHMjW5-r1wbUy3gqpe2q8zV3qgInXZA3wXHWnUzy4ETY9uepfqNEsRe3XZYC9D9d3PkhucYS9sTFrGgbr-z53uohJK_pmvQbLCBAi5GdBuV15V_ZAlSKqUEpdp9uRnZqOEgfNl8yXu-8leQ4s-NxPkS8tUl-z7Csu33k0eNM3ghdgLUniOtFK0yTnqPJZYjJZvLq9gS_PytTDDQkqe_FgrICHShPO8mX5DjjWlrsQm8QVMNY-YgjWykGhG6paXr4EnaBxwk7vlmRcm2Juys7nXkEOMI6Wo8aUA0DF4pfOrQwN6QBiy1_EHpq8loDxJMoKCXVnQhV0i2rDvavpxxpe3OInZA7XkKcRZtYFC3ULndjsWcNiw5TrLC3MaLx4bLyb5gOTpUIe5Tkm6hJxBDgGyrh-KRhKvgeDdIRg6zaUVnQKumjgk-MP-C0SiVMfJw2Z5ExmXIxHHhThmC9kPUC6EHPEBCdhyQ_l9KVQW2qCHgxBobayZFgqabx0v4NvvEqZZNh1xp938vnM58U2qK3cuydmcBWg2DRlBZuN-E28CLb5KlqZ3uQDQ-WGDsFFpj4I7yn4ZRUADyxxr527Onol_DErFTS6PnACs6GVdEbar8-aXbcAzTztmGU7m6C_RLR_rMpIoZjM60MPSlKTWePE6uB6IrVPFr-4qtaAbYz9n2AfiPUyp7ZnAziMDPzJmldXlJCEnDhZcf63OkL4fSYMgfWUeogW0xBhnpRaeYpDzI6cbHjPfRl3RhT2mOrV6BkIdvDINL-KPWNymuyZdqXzj6%26c%3Do2baB2LuhLsjMZEZDD1jP8Q2c6WGCfBu7AjV_5L9g1oSCRlHn8EFpA%3D%3D%26ch%3DkImWicnsO9iaNlIi4-5z5ZxeONDEKUmBx6jicxk-3h7UgxabjIQy3Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CChelsea.Bonser%40colostate.edu%7C46e4a81117074b31397e08dbdbda50e3%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638345502958405951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDEU%2BNhnBgxm5kZZC%2FbS3HkhjW%2BTWQI8OlxD5J2TAWw%3D&reserved=0
https://westrme.wsu.edu/
https://westrme.wsu.edu/funding/apply-for-funding-new/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmworkers/index
http://www.grants.gov


Grant funds can be used for expenses during the period
of performance of the grant award to expand
processing capacity.

For more information, visit the Grants.gov page.

Rural Development Food Supply Chain Guaranteed
Loans Available

As part of the American Rescue Plan, the USDA Rural
Development Food Supply Chain Guaranteed Loan
Program is offering loans of up to $40 million for
qualified lenders to finance food systems projects.

​These loans will be available to projects that are
starting or expanding activities in the middle of the food
supply chain.

Find more information here.

 

Funding Provided by: Center Leads:

 
 

Partners and Collaborators:
 

Regional/multi-state: Tahoma Peak Solutions, Network of Incubators and Community Kitchens (The
Nick), Niche Meat Processor Assistance Network, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, Luna Bird, The
Food Corridor
Colorado: Colorado Department of Agriculture, Colorado State University
Oregon: Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon State University Food Innovation Center ,
Oregon Community Food Systems Network, Oregon Food Hub Network
Idaho: University of Idaho, Idaho Department of Agriculture, FARE Idaho, Sun Valley Institute,
Arrowleaf Consulting Group
Montana: Montana Department of Agriculture, Montana State University
Washington: Washington State University, Washington State Department of Agriculture
Wyoming: University of Wyoming, Central Wyoming College
USDA: Ag Marketing Service Collaborators and NW-Rocky Mountain Regional Coordinator

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/meat-and-poultry-processing-expansion-program
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Z0iYPdAidsboy7zPk-QespniosX8F6HLDqwyb6g96Q7rZ1nKuyPC6mqiIIyniOpuH2dDWwwLkbWgO8v6seYIJoBXlAVMYFUd5vtmVqlSfiIXFkixMWmAMrr9B3fomeixDWBXTGI7jnMyDFJeLjYgfzDm2RLikN4fiGnDOiCfsKCcVXyplAyIK4kIQPSX-UIS%26c%3Do2baB2LuhLsjMZEZDD1jP8Q2c6WGCfBu7AjV_5L9g1oSCRlHn8EFpA%3D%3D%26ch%3DkImWicnsO9iaNlIi4-5z5ZxeONDEKUmBx6jicxk-3h7UgxabjIQy3Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CChelsea.Bonser%40colostate.edu%7C46e4a81117074b31397e08dbdbda50e3%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638345502958562220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BGR3QCIUjycnO%2Bi3GokAPmxus0ew%2BSuh11W1zdzswtw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rd.usda.gov/food-supply-chain-guaranteed-loans
https://www.tahomapeak.com/
https://www.thefoodcorridor.com/thenick/
https://www.nichemeatprocessing.org/
https://rmfu.org/
https://www.thefoodcorridor.com/
https://ag.colorado.gov/
https://engagement.colostate.edu/
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/Pages/default.aspx
https://fic.oregonstate.edu/
https://ocfsn.org/
https://ocfsn.org/food-hub
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension
https://agri.idaho.gov/main/
https://www.fareidaho.org/
https://www.sunvalleyinstitute.org/
https://www.arrowleafgroup.com/
https://agr.mt.gov/
https://www.montana.edu/extension/
https://wsu.edu/
https://agr.wa.gov/
https://www.uwyo.edu
https://www.cwc.edu/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/rfbcp
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